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WE REVIEWED EARLY samples 

of DMR’s Zones in our last wheel 

test, but after a disappointing 

big dent incident we agreed to 

go in-depth and long-term to see 

how a fresh set of hoops held up.

The important news is that 

after a full summer of hammer 

and more than their fair share of 

rock and big drop abuse, the 

Zones are still round. There are 

no big flat spots or jug spouts in 

the rims either, despite several 

high-speed pinch punctures and 

the inevitable flat tyre battering 

before you can stop. These 

incidents caused one sharp burr 

on the rim that we had to file 

down and a couple of aesthetic 

gouges but that’s certainly not  

a deal breaker. 

The hubs are still smooth, and 

the relatively small 12-degree 

pick-up lag and middling weight 

keep them responsive under 

power. The 24mm inner rim 

width gives noticeable extra 

support and stability to tyres 

without cutting rolling speed too. 

The pre-taped rims seal easily, 

though they don’t come with 

valves and it’s taken us a while 

to find aftermarket valves that 

give a consistent, reliable airtight 

seal (we recommend the 

Schwalbe ones). GUY

Wolf Tooth single ring kit
WOLF TOOTH’S FULL set is the 

best performing single-ring 

upgrade we’ve used. The 

‘Drop-Stop’ chainring is quiet 

and smooth under power, and 

the anodised teeth are holding 

up well. It comes in a vast range 

of options (£49-£78).

The expander cog (£70) is 

available in SRAM or Shimano 

synced designs, and if you’ve 

got a SRAM or Shimano XTR/

XT cassette there’s a 16t 

sprocket (£16) that replaces the 

15t and 17t sprockets for a 

smoother ratio range. Finally, if 

you’re running a Shimano rear 

mech, you can help it cope with 

the bigger cassette by fitting a 

longer ‘angle of dangle’ B-screw 

bolt (£2) or extended ‘Goat Link’ 

gear hanger (£16). 

The result is impressively 

smooth and consistent shifting 

right across the range, with no 

big gaps in revs and no need to 

carefully nurse the chain into 

the crawler cog, and we soon 

forgot we weren’t running a 

full-factory 1x transmission. GUY

DMR Zone 650b wheels 

Turned out nice

If you’ve got a spare £2,695 (for the 

frame only) and are partial to a bit 

of trail riding or enduro racing, you 

may want to check out the new, 

rather lovely looking Turner RFX. It 

boasts 160mm (6.3in) of DW-Link 

suspension, a carbon frame, 

adjustable head angle, 650b wheels 

and Enduro Max sealed bearings, 

along with a host of other enduro 

must-haves. If you’re keen, head 

over to www.silverfish-uk.com to 

check up on availability.

New post drops

Race Face have jumped into the 

demanding world of dropper 

seatposts with the Turbine, which 

has an internally-routed hybrid 

mechanism and offers up 100, 125 

or 150mm of drop. It weighs a 

claimed 495g and comes in four 

lengths and two diameters 

(30.9mm/31.6mm). If you’re really 

keen, there’s even a shifter-paddle 

lever upgrade option, with six 

colours to pick from. Pricing is at 

the higher end of the market at 

£349. The guys at www.silver 

fish-uk.com have all the details.

Gripping stuff

We all love a good lock-on grip, 

don’t we? The godfathers of the 

lock-on, ODI, have released a new 

line of single-collar Elite Series 

grips. There are three models to 

choose from – Motion, Flow and 

Pro – and the offset design means 

more padding can be placed where 

it’s needed without the grip feeling 

overly bulky. There are three colour 

options and each set of grips will 

set you back a reasonable £22.99. 

Have a ganders at them over at 

www.ison-distribution.com.

Brand New Kit

Affordable aggro wheels that are  
well on their way to regaining the 
toughness rep they need
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▲ FOR £35 MORE TRY:
Hope Tech Enduro Pro 2 EVO
£385 www.hopetech.com

▼ FOR £155 LESS TRY:
Superstar Tech 4 DS25 £184.99  
www.superstarcomponents.com
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