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PINARELLO DOGMA K8S 
£8799 
With a trio of Tour de France wins 

in its bloodline, the Dogma K8S 

uses mainly the same front end as 

last year’s F8. It is unbelievably rigid 

with all the handling prowess you’d 

expect from a full-on superbike. 

The fork is reshaped for bigger 

tyres and it comes with Vittoria’s 

velvety Open Corsas. But the K8S’s 

biggest USP is its cobble-smoothing 

rear suspension, which allows you 

to ride harder and faster over pitted 

surfaces, aided by the Dura-Ace 

direct-mount brakes that work very 

well with Fulcrum’s Zero Nite wheels.

It is pricey, but the unique K8S is 

an excellent bike with impeccable 

manners over poor road surfaces and 

superb handling everywhere.

 S
pecialissima’ is the name that 
Bianchi has reserved for its best 
bikes, and the Italian company 
has recently resurrected the 

monicker for a machine featuring its 
unique Countervail ‘Vibration-
Cancelling Composite Technology’. 
It developed this material in 
partnership with the US composites 
company MSC, lab testing 
showing that it reduces the 
length of vibrations from 
the road  
by up to 80 per cent.

But does it work when 
you’re riding? Well, our 
experience suggests this 
translates to a superb and 
compelling ride. The 
Countervail carbon allows 
Bianchi to produce a 55cm 
frame weighing just 780g, 
and Bianchi also claims that 
thanks to the material’s 
stiffness and its vibration-
reducing qualities, it  
will also improve both 
handling and traction. 

The result, we believe, is a bike 
that descends better than any 
comparable lightweight race 
machine out there. Its lack of mass 
and its nimbleness made this a 
dream machine everywhere we rode 
it. At a tad over 6kg it’s a first-rate 
climber, but it’s on the descents 
that Countervail comes into its own. 

The Specialissima is very 
stiff for a bike this light, but 
you feel nothing of the 
noise and vibrations so 
often associated with other 
rigid, low-mass machines, 
and it corners as well as 
anything we’ve ridden.

Bianchi’s Specialissima 
lives up to its name to 
deliver one of the most 
enthralling rides we’ve ever 
experienced. Its design 
hides all of the important 
technology under the skin, 
and in an aero-obsessed 
world this is a bike that 
doesn’t shout about going 
fast – it simply is.

SPECIFICATION 
Weight 6.08kg 

(59cm)  
Frame Countervail 

carbon  
Fork Countervail 

carbon  
Gears Campagnolo 

Super Record,  
52/36, 11-25    

Brakes Campagnolo 
Super Record  

Wheels Campagnolo 
Bora Ultra 35 tubular  

Finishing kit 
FSA OS99 carbon 
stem, FSA K-Force 
bar, FSA K-Force 

seatpost, Selle San 
Marco Aspide saddle, 
23mm Vittoria Corsa 

tubular tyres

KINESIS RACELIGHT GF TI DISC  
£4750 
The original GF Ti endurance bike 

impressed us, and having made the 

switch to disc brakes it’s now even 

better. The beautifully finished 

titanium frame has internal cable 

routing, the hourglass seatstays flow 

into neatly machined dropouts and 

it’ll also take proper mudguards. 

The fork features huge clearances, 

though the geometry is actually 

more suited to speed than cruising. 

Comfort is excellent on poor surfaces, 

while the head-tube and fork remain 

resolute as you load up the super-

wide squishy Schwalbe treads. 

You only really feel its 8.5kg weight 

on steeper climbs, but for sportives, 

audax events or light touring – or 

even as an occasional gravel grinder 

– this disc-braked Kinesis is a superb

and very versatile machine. 

 SPECIFICATION 
Weight 8.5kg 
(57cm)  
Frame Custom 
drawn 3Al/2.5V 
titanium  
Fork Kinesis Tracer 
full carbon   
Gears Shimano 
Ultegra 11-28, Turn 
cranks with Praxis 
52/36 chainrings  
Brakes Shimano 
BR-RS805  
hydraulic disc  
Wheels Reynolds 
Attack carbon disc 
Finishing kit Fizik  
R1 stem, Fizik R3 
Cyrano carbon bar, 
Kinesis carbon 
seatpost, Fizik 
Arione Kium saddle, 
30mm Schwalbe 
S-One tubeless tyres

 SPECIFICATION 
Weight 7.2kg 
(58cm)  
Frame Torayca  
T1100 carbon  
with elastomer 
suspension  
Fork Carbon T1100  
Gears Shimano 
Dura-Ace Di2, 
50/34, 11-28)
Brakes Shimano 
Dura-Ace  
Wheels Fulcrum 
Racing Zero Nite  
Finishing kit MOST 
F-Series stem, MOST 
Jaguar XC carbon 
bar, Integrated aero 
carbon seatpost, 
Selle Italia Si SLR 
saddle, 25mm 
Vittoria Open  
Corsa tyres 
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The  
Specialissima’s 

Countervail vibration- 
damping technology  
is a marvel of modern  

engineering


