Gotadisc brake road bike? These
could be your next upgrade

Ifyou're looking to get

) | more fromyour bike,
anew set of wheelsis
arguably the most effective way to
improve its performance. Wheels
can have a significant effect on
weight, handling, acceleration,
speed and comfort,and the
introduction of disc brakes has
allowed manufacturers to

tinker with wheel technologyin
interesting ways. With no need for
heat-resistant brake tracks, wheel
rims can be made lighter for better
acceleration, and more curved

for aerodynamics. The lack of rim
callipers also leaves room for rims
to get wider and use bigger tyres,
which canimprove traction, rolling
resistance and comfort.

It'stoo early to know if disc
brakes willbecome a permanent
feature in the pro peloton, but the
wider bike market already seems
convinced of the benefits, and
more and more road bikes are now
being launched with disc brakes.
You may not own a disc brake bike
now, but there's every chance your
next bike could come with discs, so
it'sworth taking a close look at the
wheel options on offer.

Reynolds Stratus Pro Disc

£699

Weight: 1,702g inc skewers (front 785g, rear 917g)
Reynolds is better known for areatouch on the heftyside,

Bikestic

its carbon offerings but this
alloy tubeless-ready wheelset
isagreatall-rounder. Witha
relatively wide T7Tmminternal
rim width, they will happily
accommodate a25mm road
tyre aswellasatubeless
38mm gravel set-up, allowing
lower pressures and making
the Reynolds wheelideal for
everything fromlong days on

Reynolds has done a good job of
keeping the weight away from
the rim where it matters most
(remember your GCSE Physics
onrotating masses). The
wheels are generally stiff, which
helps with power transfer and
handling, although we did notice
abit of flex at the front hub
when climbing out of the saddle.
We put this down to the skinny
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